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     elcome from our Royal Patron

Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust is working hard to ensure that any musical child can 
benefit from the wonderful start in life that being a chorister provides. Your support to 
help build the endowment fund to make this happen is invaluable. It will ensure that no 
gifted child is excluded from the opportunity to flourish in a world of music and song. 

Thank you.

HRH The Countess of Wessex, GCVO
Royal Patron, Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust

Wells Cathedral Choir offers unrivalled opportunities to 
musical children. It trains them to sing in a magnificent 
building where the music is world-class.

We want to give this wonderful chance to young children 
from all backgrounds, because talent crops everywhere.

Many families cannot afford to pay for the all-round 
education that a Wells Cathedral chorister gets. Wells 
Cathedral Chorister Trust wants to raise enough money 
to make sure that no deserving child misses out on this 
unique chance.

To help secure the future of the Cathedral Choir, the 
Trust’s goal is to double its existing fund to £2 million 
by 2020 and £20 million by 2030.

Each year, despite having the raw musical talent, some 
children are unable to take up their place as chorister 
at Wells due to a lack of money.

You can help by becoming a Wells Angel

“Choristership: the single greatest leg-up
a child can be given in life.”

Alexander Armstrong 
Comedian, Actor, TV Presenter and former chorister
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Over a Thousand Years of Music
According to an international panel of experts, Wells 
Cathedral boasts the world’s finest choir of adults and 
children. It’s certainly been going a long time - since 909, 
to be precise.

Today, the Choir consists of 36 choristers - 18 boys and 
18 girls - plus 12 men, or Vicars Choral, as they are known.

The Choir is the at heart of the Cathedral’s worship, 
singing music ranging from the medieval to the present 
day. Many of today’s finest composers write for Wells 
Cathedral Choir as it is at the forefront of new music; 
Wells Cathedral choristers sing tomorrow’s music today, 
keeping the English choral tradition alive.

The young choristers gain enormous benefit from their 
experiences beyond the daily services. They broadcast 
regularly and their recordings over recent years have won 
international acclaim.

Two of the choir’s recordings were selected as Editor’s 
Choice in Gramophone Magazine, which described the 
choir as “probably the finest English cathedral choir at 
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the moment”. This accolade has led to invitations to tour 
worldwide, including to continental Europe, Hong Kong, 
and Beijing. 

What make a Wells Chorister training so special?
The choristers are totally immersed from day one in singing 
with professional musicians.

In daily rehearsals, and by following the example of boys 
and girls not much older than themselves, they learn to 
perform as professional singers at the highest standard. 
All this whilst being educated at Wells Cathedral School - 
unique in the world as being a cathedral choir school, 
one of the UK’s five specialist music schools, and a 
co-educational mainstream independent school.

By the time they ‘retire’ at 13 or 14 they will have skills, 
artistic sensitivity, and an understanding of teamwork that 
will set them up for whatever they choose to do in life.

As the actor and former chorister, Simon Russell-Beale puts it,
“Choristership is a fantastic professional discipline 

which instills in children a maturity and a 
critical awareness of their own performance.”
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Regular support is best. It helps to plan ahead and assist 
more children.

Wells Angels are a special group of supporters who want to 
help choristers for the long-term. 

Please become a Wells Angel by setting up a regular gift for 
as little as £10 a month.

Opposite you’ll see a range of donor levels and the angelic 
recognition that comes with each.

cherubim
Monthly gift of £10+

Invitation to the annual Trust evensong and reception
Invitation to a termly open rehearsal

Receive copies of the choir newsletter

seraphim
Monthly gift of £30+

All the above, plus: 
Discounted copy of all new CDs

Pre-booking priority for Candlelight Concerts and all Trust-promoted events *
Invitation to the End of Choir Year Evensong and Tea Party

archangel
Monthly gift of £85+

All the above, plus: 
Two half-price Candlelight Concert Tickets in front row seats *

Free copy of all new CDs (and discounted copies of all past CDs, where available)

GUARDIAN
Annual Gifts of £5,000+

All the above, plus:
Priority complimentary reserved seats for all Trust concerts and events 

(to include up to 4 complimentary tickets for Candlelight Concerts)
Invitation to an annual Guardian Angels Reception & Dinner
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It was at Wells that all my music foundations were built. I grew in 
confidence in that rich environment and it gave me a wonderful 
grounding. Having the opportunity to perform professionally from 
such a young age is an unbeatable opportunity for talented children. 
Meeta Raval, Opera Singer, Cardiff Singer of the World Finalist 2011

My chorister days at Wells were some of the happiest I can recall, 
and I still maintain friendships from that time. They also prepared me 
for the career I am in today; not only from a musical perspective, but 

also by learning how to play as a team and how to conduct oneself in 
professional situations that most children would not normally know 

about. They were the best of times and I owe Wells an awful lot. 
David Buckley, Hollywood Soundtrack Composer
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Being a chorister at Wells provided me with a lifelong appreciation 
of the arts and music and their crucial role within the community. 
At Wells, I was given a unique insight into the relevance of not only 
religion, but the arts and music today. I would say it was the most 
vital part of my education.
Annabel Green, Choral Scholar, Trinity College, Cambridge
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DONATION FORM 
Please complete this form in block letters, including the Standing Order Mandate and Gift Aid Declaration 

overleaf, and return to Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust, The Bursary, College Road, Wells BA5 2SX

Title .............................. Full Name ..........................................................................................................................................................

Address ........................................................................................................................................................................................ ...............

........................................................................................................................................ Post Code .................................. .......................

Email ....................................................................................................................... Tel. No. ............................................................ ........

I wish to become a Wells Angel at the following donor level:  Cherubim (monthly gift of £10+)

         Seraphim (monthly gift of £30+)

         Archangel (monthly gift of £85+)

         Guardian (annual gift of £5,000+)*

* Guardian Angels may, if preferred, pay their annual gift by cheque made payable to ‘Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust’

Please read the following statement and tick the box below to indicate your agreement:

Data Protection: We will use the information you have provided for as long as required for the purpose, and always in 
accordance with the Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust Privacy Policy. The information may be stored on both paper and 
computer files. All information will be held securely and only accessed by authorised personnel. We will never share 
your information with any third parties. The Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust Privacy Policy can be viewed on the Wells 
Cathedral Chorister Trust website: www.wcct.co.uk/privacy-policy/. If you have any comments or concerns about the 
way your personal data is collected or used, please contact administrator@wcct.co.uk.

       I consent to the use of my personal data as outlined in the above statement.
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Wells Cathedral Choir gave me the most enduring gift that any 
experience has given me; the ability to participate in music that, had I 
not been involved, I could only ever have listened to and would not have 
known I had missed.
Dillon Whitehead 
Choral Scholar, Trinity College, Cambridge

To have had the opportunity to sing in Wells Cathedral Choir was an 
amazing experience. If the Trust wasn’t there, I know that I and 

many other choristers wouldn’t have had that chance.
Folasade-Nelleke Ladipo 

Hauser & Wirth, Somerset

As an actor, the ability to listen and take direction is key. To be able to 
adapt, adjust and react in the moment is vital. These are all skills that 
I learnt as a chorister. Creating and telling stories with others is a skill 
and passion I truly treasure, and choristers do this everyday. Being a 
chorister instilled a love for artistic collaboration at the highest level.
Jeremy Lloyd 
Film & West End Theatre Actor
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STANDING ORDER MANDATE - Please complete this mandate in block letters

Bank name and address .......................................................................................................................................................................

............................................................................................................................................... Post code ...................................................

Please debit my account:   Back Sort Code:                                     Account No.:

Account name: ........................................................................................................

And credit:  Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust, NatWest Bank, 7 High Street, Wells, BA5 2AD
  Bank Sort Code:  60-23-06    Account No.: 75137828

I wish to pay by instalments the following:      1st payment date: ............. / ............. / .............
      and on the same day each succeeding month

       £10 a month until further notice   £30 a month until further notice

       £85 a month until further notice   £ ................. a month until further notice

Gift Aid Declaration (please read the following statement and tick the box, if applicable):

I would like all donations I have made in the last 4 years and all donations I make hereafter to Wells Cathedral Chorister 
Trust to be treated as Gift Aid donations. I confirm I have paid or will pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax 
for each tax year (6 April to 5 April) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that all the charities or Community Amateur 
Sports Clubs (CASCs) that I donate to will reclaim on my gifts for that tax year. I understand that other taxes such as VAT 
and Council Tax do not qualify. I understand that for the current tax year the charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 
that I give. I can cancel this declaration at any time by giving notice in writing.

Signed ........................................................................................................   Date .......................................................

"
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Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust, The Bursary, College Road, Wells BA5 2SX

01749 834281

‘We can honestly say we would not be where we are now if it wasn’t for Wells Cathedral Chorister Trust. 
There is no way we could have made the decision to move across the county if it wasn’t for 

their support. Being a Cathedral chorister is more than just singing. Our girls have learned about 
self-discipline, how to be part of a team, developed leadership skills, grown in their self confidence, 

and have had experiences beyond anything we could have imagined. All of this and a first class 
musical education. It is an experience that will be with them for the rest of their lives and we will 

forever be grateful to the Trust for helping us to make it happen.’
A Chorister Parent


