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Welcome to the first Wells Cathedral 
Chorister Trust newsletter of 2019.

Many of you will be used to hearing 
our wonderful choir singing in the 
cathedral. What you may not know is 
how much work and dedication goes 
into producing this sublime music. We 
hope our new termly newsletter will 
give you a glimpse ‘behind the scenes’ 
of what the choristers get up to; what 
they achieve in school and on the 
sports fields as well as training daily to 
sing for us.

The Chorister Trust is extremely grateful 
to our Wells Angels. Every contribution 
really does make a difference, often the 
difference that enables some choristers 
to take up their places in the Choir and 
develop into top musicians. 

The first of our Wells Angels ‘open 
rehearsals’, to which all of our Angels 
are warmly invited, took place on 
Saturday 16 March. These are a termly 
opportunity to eavesdrop on one of the 
choristers’ daily events and see them at 
work. The dates for the next two open 
rehearsals are shown over the page.

We also have another important date 
for your diaries. Our choristers are 
performing an informal concert, to 
include the toe-tapping fun that is 
Captain Noah & His Floating Zoo in the 
Cathedral on Saturday 4th May at 1pm. 
This jazz cantata will give our choristers 
a chance to shine like you’ve never 
heard them before! The concert is free 
and there will be a retiring collection in 
aid of the Trust. Do come along and join 
us. Details of more not-to-be-missed 
events can be found over the page.

Dr Jennifer Kingston
Chairman of the Trustees

Pancake Fun! Some of our choristers took a break from their lessons and duties to 
take part in a Shrove Tuesday Pancake Race, as part of a photoshoot for local media. 
Thankfully, the choristers involved were all expert flippers and there wasn’t too much 
pancake to clear up from Vicars’ Close or the Cloisters! (Photo: Jason Bryant)

Congratulations to two probationers who have both been installed as full choristers 
after having passed their probationary period. Lloyd (pictured on the right with Head 
Boy Chorister, Ross) was installed on at the Eucharist on Sunday 3 February; and 
Shannon (pictured on the left with Head Girl Chorister, Erin, and Assistant Organist, 
Jeremy Cole) was installed on Sunday 24 February. We look forward to seeing and 
hearing much more of them!



Forthcoming Events
Some exciting dates for your diaries!

22 & 23 Duruflé Requiem & Walton Cello Concerto
March Wells Cathedral School Symphony Orchestra and Chorus give 
 performances of these stunning works in Cedars Hall. The soprano 
	 soloists	in	the	Duruflé	are	two	former	choristers:	Francesca	Corr	on 
	 Friday	22	and	Madeleine	Perring	on	Saturday	23.

29 March Spring Fair - Wells Cathedral School, Cedars Lawn & Dining Hall
 The	Chorister	Parents’	Social	Committee	run	this	fun	event	to 
	 raise	money	for	the	choristers.	10.30am	-	1pm.

14 April World Premiere of Philip Wilby’s An English Passion
	 The	Cathedral	Choir	will	perform	the	premiere	of	Philip	Wilby’s 
 An English Passion According to St Matthew	at	the	3pm	service	on 
	 Palm	Sunday.

27 April Wells Cathedral Choir Association Quinquennial Reunion
	 Former	choristers,	choral	scholars,	vicars	choral	and	organists 
	 gather	for	a	weekend	of	celebrations	and	reminiscing.	The 
 weekend will include special services and the attendees will join 
	 the	Cathedral	Choir	in	singing	Herbert	Howells’s	Collegium Regale 
 Communion Service at Eucharist on Sunday morning.

4 May Chorister Concert: Captain Noah & His Floating Zoo
 A chance to hear the choristers as you may have never heard them 
	 before	in	this	light-hearted	concert	which	will	include	a 
	 performance	of	the	toe-tapping	classic	Captain Noah & His Floating 
 Zoo. Admission is free with a retiring collection for the Trust.

10 May Wells Angels Open Rehearsal
	 The	summer	term’s	open	rehearsal	(4.15pm	meet	for	4.30pm	start).

7 July Final Evensong of the Year & End of Term Tea Party
	 The	Choir’s	final	service	of	the	academic	year	is	always	a	wonderful 
	 event.	Our	Angels	are	warmly	invited	to	attend	the	Tea	Party	and 
 Awards Ceremony that immediately follows the service.

26 Sept Evensong to mark the work of WCCT
 The annual service at which the work of the Chorister Trust is 
	 celebrated.	All	of	our	Angels	will	be	invited	to	attend	the	service 
 and proceeding reception.

23 Nov Wells Angels Open Rehearsal
	 The	autumn	term’s	open	rehearsal	(4.00pm	meet	for	4.15pm	start).

1 Dec Advent Carol Service
 The start of the season of Advent is marked at this atmospheric 
 candlelit service.

13 Dec Jethro Tull Concert
	 Our	choristers	will	be	joining	the	legendary	classic	rock	band	on	the 
 stage for this special Christmas show!

19 / 20 / 21 Carols by Candlelight Concerts
Dec	 The	highlight	of	Christmas	for	thousands	of	audience	members, 
	 this	year	a	third	date	has	been	due	to	the	popularity	of	these 
	 concerts.	Tickets	go	on	sale	in	August	but	don’t	forget	that	our 
	 Seraphim-level	donors	have	pre-booking		priority,	our	Archangel 
	 level	donors	are	entitled	to	two	half-price	tickets,	and	our	Guardian 
 Angels are entitled to up to four tickets!



Chorister News

Music Exam Success

The ABRSM, or Associated Board of the 
Royal Schools of Music to give it its full 
title, is the UK’s largest music education 
body, one of its largest music publishers 
and the world’s leading provider of 
music exams, holding over 650,000 

assessments in more than 90 countries 
around the world every year. 

Founded in 1889, in partnership with 
the Royal Academy of Music and Royal 
College of Music, the ABRSM supports 
music-making and learning across 
the globe. The Board’s core activity is 
providing graded music exams and an 
ABRSM grade has a worldwide currency.

Last term, four of our choristers took an 
ABRSM exam and all suceeded very well.

Woody Collins took his Grade 3 piano 
exam and passed with distinction 
(also gaining the highest mark in his 
examination group). Cecilia Fawden took 

her Grade 5 Theory and Eliza Green  took 
her Grade 7 Piano; both girls passed with 
distinction. And Miranda Robertson, who 
was examined in Grade 3 Oboe, passed 
with merit. Congratulations to them all!

In other news, Miranda has also been 
offered a highly sought-after place on 
a week-long residential Youth Opera 
Workshop at the Salzburg Festival this 
coming summer.

Ozzie Goes on a Bear Hunt!

On 18th March, chorister Ozzie Latta 
was invited by Lupus Films to a showing 
of We’re Going on a Bear Hunt at the Royal 
Festival Hall,  at which composer Stuart 
Hancock’s orchestral soundtrack was 
performed live by City of London Sinfonia.  

Ozzie had provided the voice for the 
character of Max in the animation film, 
based on the classic book by Michael 
Rosen. We’re Going on a Bear Hunt  was 
originally aired in the UK on Channel 4 
at Christmas Eve 2016, with a repeat on 
Christmas Day. Over 8 million viewers 
tuned in overall, making it Channel 4’s 

most watched programme across all 
genres in four years. 

Interviewed for a documentary about 
the making of the film, Ozzie said he 
loved playing Max, “because he’s an 
adventurous boy who likes to explore 
outside and climb trees!”

A Trio of Chorister Siblings

For the first time in a decade, a trio of 
choristers from the same family is singing 
together in the Cathedral Choir. Siblings 
Cecilia (13) and Daniel (11) are both now in 
their fourth year as Cathedral choristers 
and have this year been joined by their 
younger sister, Estella (8).

All three Fawden siblings hail from 
Somerset, and have enjoyed singing since 
a young age. They all attended the annual 
Be a Chorister for a Day event held at the 
Cathedral each October and enjoyed the 
day so much that they applied to audition 
for the Choir following the event. 

Cecilia, Daniel, and Estella take part a 
range of activities, from hockey, netball,  

and rugby to drama and creative arts at 
the Cathedral School, as well as enjoying 
their academic lessons.

Cecilia is now in her final year as a girl 
chorister, and Daniel has two more years 
to go with the boys’ choir.

Estella has adapted quickly to the busy life 
of a chorister and is particularly delighted 
to be singing alongside her elder sister 
each day. All three siblings do get to 
sing together on the special occasions 
when the boys and girls join forces. So 
far, Estella says she has most enjoyed 
singing the hymn ‘Dear Lord and Father 
of Mankind’, although her repertoire is 
growing each week!



News of Former Choristers
On the Stage at the Cathedral School

On Saturday 24 February, Cedars Hall was 
the venue for the Wells Cathedral School 
Showcase Concert. The school’s Chamber 
Choir, directed by Mr Christopher Finch, 
performed Scarlatti’s Stabat Mater in the 
second half and it was wonderful to see 
so many former choristers taking part; 
these included Francesca Corr, Jan Cowell, 
Niamh Davies, Orla Donoghue, Freddie 
Falzon, James Gooding, Hugh Latta, 
Harriet Perring, Madeleine Perring, and 
Astrid Rose-Edwards. 

The pupil-led musical extravaganza that 
is The Event on the Lawn took place at the 
Cathedral School on Saturday 2 March.

The night of live music involved 
performances from a huge range of 
talented singers and musicians from the 
Senior School, from individual vocalists, 
to the Jazz Orchestra, alternative rock 
groups, to the Barbershop singers. 
Amongst the musicians playing major 
parts were many former choristers, 

including  Francesca Corr, Jan Cowell, Orla 
Donoghue, Freddie Falzon, Hugh Latta, 
Harriet Perring, Madeleine Perring (who 
was also instrumental in the organisation 
of the event), and Astrid Rose-Edwards. 
Former Head Chorister, James Gooding 
was also meant to be taking part but had 
suffered mild concussion in an exciting 
moment in his hockey match that 
afternoon!

Whilst enjoying the series of fabulous 
acts, the lively audience of pupils, family 
and friends were able to partake in tasty 
snacks and street food as well as drinks 
from the bar.

The occasion was a huge success with 
over £6,000 raised from the evening for 
charity, the ‘Sierra Leone Project’. The 
money will go towards two major capital 
projects for WCS’s two partner schools in 
Freetown. The first is for a performance 
auditorium for the Ballanta Academy of 
Music; the second for a science laboratory 
for the JT Reffell School.

From Radio DJ to Inspiring Teacher

We caught up with Harriet Peck (chorister 
2008 - 2011) on what she has been up to 
since leaving the Cathedral School...

Harriet went on from the Cathedral 
School to read Philosophy at the 
University of York and, in July 2018, 
Harriet was awarded a 1st class Bachelor 
of Arts degree. 

Harriet has kept up her singing and 
since 2016 has been the Soprano Choral 
Scholar at the York Oratory at St Wilfrid’s 
RC Church, York.

During her time at university, Harriet 
produced and presented 3 radio shows 
on University Radio York and also served 
as their Training Coordinator.  In the 
Summer of 2017. 

Having been inspired by her work as 
a Camp Councillor at a summer camp 
in  New Jersey working with children 
aged 6-14, Harriet applied to train as 
a Primary School teacher on a Schools 
Direct Primary PGCE course in York,   in 
collaboration with Sheffield Hallam 
University.

Harriet is currently three-quarters of 
the way through her training year as a 
primary school teacher, with - of course 
- a specialism in music! She is passionate 
about enjoying encouraging music 
education and singing throughout the 
schools she teaches in.

We also offer our heartfelt congratulations 
to Harriet on her recent engagement to 
Robert! The  wedding is already booked 
at Wells Cathedral for May 2020!

Former Head Choristers, Hugh Latta (left) and 
Freddie Falzon (right) following their participation 

in a performance of Scarlatti’s Stabat Mater.

The WCS Barbershop Group conducted by 
Laurence Whitehead in performance at 

The Event on the Lawn

A Cappella Superstars!

Whilst at the University of Bristol reading 
Biological Sciences, Robbie Armstrong 
(chorister 2008 - 2012) is certainly 
keeping up the singing in his spare time. 
The talented 19-year old is a member 
of the a-cappella group The Bristol 
Suspensions, who are going from strength 

to strength, with two sell-out runs at 
the Edinburgh Fringe, an appearance on 
BBC1’s Pitch Battle and an overall triumph 
at The Voice Festival UK. Most recently, 
The Suspensions came 2nd in the 
International Championship of Collegiate 
A Cappella semi-finals in London. 
Congratulations to them all!



My introduction to music began at the 
age of eight when I became a chorister 
at Wells Cathedral. Rehearsals and 
singing services every day until the age 
of fourteen meant that I developed 
a keen musical understanding and 
acquired a broad knowledge of choral 
repertoire. This made an indelible 
impression on my subsequent career. 

I went on to study at the Guildhall 
School of Music and Drama and was 
lucky enough to be appointed as one 
of the first members of the South Bank 
Sinfonia in London. I worked regularly 
with London based orchestras and 
toured extensively in Europe before 
being appointed Principal Oboe of the 
Hong  Kong Philharmonic Orchestra in 
2009. During the course of a year we 
deliver some 150 concerts in Hong Kong 
and on tour. 

Wells Cathedral gave me an 
unparalleled musical foundation, the 
discipline necessary to be a professional 
musician, comradeship and above all 
the joy of making music as a group 
effort. I will always be grateful.

Where are they now?
Michael Wilson (chorister 1985-90) briefly describes his career to date and 

explains how being a chorister at Wells prepared him for his career.

Touring Europe  as a Sound Designer

We hear from Harry Johnson (chorister 2003 
- 2008), now a Theatre Sound Designer

Harry Johnson graduated with 1st Class 
Honours from the Royal Central School of 
Speech & Drama and has been working 
as a Theatre Sound Designer for the last 
4 years. He has worked on multiple shows 
with director Katie Mitchell and toured 
with her show La Maladie de la Mort across 

Europe in 2018, opening at the famous 
Theatre des Bouffes de Nord in Paris, 
France, and then visiting Luxembourg, 
Italy, the Netherlands, and the Edinburgh 
Festival last August. Harry also sound 
designed God of Carnage for Bath Theatre 
Royal starring Amanda Abbington and 
Nigel Lindsey. Most recently he worked on 
the National Theatre transfer of Home, I’m 
Darling, starring Katherine Parkinson, into 
the West End.

Snow Stopped Play
We were  all looking forward to the 
choristers’ performance of Benjamin 
Britten’s magical A Ceremony of Carols on 
the Feast of Candlemas (2 February).

In the days leading up to the concert, 
the weather took a turn for the worse 
and Somerset was hit with a substantial 
fall of snow. Those choristers who aren’t 
boarders struggled valiantly to get to 

Talking of snow... Congratulations to  
chorister, Petra Kidd (pictured above right 
with her sister, Alma) who recently passed 

the 1st Star Level at the Ski School of 
France, with 26 points out of a possible 30!

rehearsals and, despite concerns about 
the adverse weather’s potential effect on 
audience numbers, the performance was 
due to go ahead; until, that is, we heard 
that the harpist for the concert - who had 
been performing in a particularly badly 
affected part of the country -  was unable 
to get to Wells!

And so, it was with great disappointment 
that we had to cancel the concert. It was 
hoped initially that we would find an 
alternative date but the choristers’ busy 
schedule and the Cathedral’s busy diary 
sadly made this impossible, certainly 
within a timescale that was in any way 
close to the Christmas season!

We are pleased to say however that the 
performance of this wonderful work is to 
become an annual fundraising event for 
the Trust and so will take place again next 
year within the Christmas - Candlemas 
season, weather permitting!



A Christmas of Thousands The choristers performed to well over 4,500 people over the course of the Cathedral’s two ‘Carols by 
Candlelight’ concerts and two Carol Services. Taking into account the Christmas Midnight Eucharist and the services of Eucharist 
and Matins on Christmas Day, the total number of people who were touched by the choristers’ singing numbered well over 6,000 
(not to mention those who listened to the Choir’s Christmas CDs or heard them on the radio over the season)! (Photo © The Daily Telegraph)

Snow Fun  February’s snowfall provided the now-familiar challenge to our chorister parents of getting their children safely to their 
cathedral duties and thus, due to their determination, no services were missed. Indeed, one evensong was sung by only six valiant 
boy choristers who did a fantastic job! Between services on Sunday, the boys and girls were able to go out to the Camery Garden 
where they threw some snowballs around and we captured this seasonal image!

Don’t forget that you can keep in touch with all of the Choir’s news via our website: www.wcct.co.uk
Are you interested in becoming a Wells Angel? 

Regular	support	is	best.	It	helps	the	Trust	to	plan	ahead	and	assist	more	children. 
Wells Angels	are	a	special	group	of	supporters	who	want	to	help	choristers	for	the	long-term	and, 

in	return,	benefit	from	an	exciting	range	of	angelic	perks!	You	can	become	a	Wells	Angel	by	setting	up	a	
regular	gift	for	as	little	as	£10	a	month.	Please	visit	out	website	to	discover	more	about	the	scheme	as	well	

as the range of donor levels and the angelic recognition that comes with each!
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